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Leaders & Company Ltd, one of the leading media companies out of Africa, publishes THISDAY
Newspapers and ARISE magazine amongst others. Its founder and chairman, Mr. Nduka Obaigbena also
uses cultural events and conferences to promote the best of the African continent, and has personally been
involved in a number of peace and reconstruction initiatives. As the Niger Delta region of Nigeria settles to
establish a rhythm for peace and reconstruction, Obaigbena, who is a close observer of that process, brings to
the conference uncommon experiences, spanning 31 years of media practice, journalism, governance and
advocacy involving poverty reduction strategies, reconstruction and rebuilding in some of the conflict zones
of the world.

The United States Institute of Peace

The United States Institute of Peace is an independent, nonpartisan, national institution established and
funded by Congress. Its goals are to help prevent and resolve violent international conflicts, promote post-
conflict stability and development, and increase conflict management capacity, tools, and intellectual capital
worldwide. The Institute does this by empowering others with knowledge, skills, and resources, as well as
by directly engaging in peacebuilding efforts around the globe. USIP's Sustainable Economies Center of
Innovation identifies sound practices and develops practical and innovative tools for economic development
practitioners; contributes to the design, implementation and monitoring of economic recovery programs in
conflict zones; and collaborates with external partners to develop and implement integrated strategies for
effective projects related to economic activity at all stages of the conflict cycle.

CAF (OCorporaci—n Andina de Fomentd)

Corporacion Andina de Fomento (CAF) is a multilateral financial institution, established in 1970, that
mobilizes resources from international markets to Latin America, in order to provide multiple banking
services to both public and private clients of its shareholder countries. These include most Latin American
countries and Spain, as well as 14 private banks in the region. The Institution is committed to sustainable
development and regional integration. CAF is the main source of multilateral financing of the Andean region.
Likewise, during the last five years, the Institution has strengthened its presence in Latin America,
particularly in projects that contribute to regional integration through the financing of better infrastructure,
both physical and social.



Nathan Associates Inc

Nathan Associates Inc., an economic consulting firm based in Arlington, VA, provides a wide range of
analysis and services in fragile and post-conflict situations. The firm's work on post-conflict issues started
with reconstruction planning for Korea in the 1950s and now involves reintegrating Sri Lanka's war-torn
Eastern Province with the national economic mainstream, providing assistance to Mindanao's still fragile
pace of development in the Philippines, and applying a unique diagnostic tool for determining immediate
needs for technical assistance across all sectors of fragile and post-conflict states. Nathan’s approach
leverages expertise in economic analysis, infrastructure planning, enterprise development, trade facilitation,
and economic policy reform."

Firelake Capital Management

Firelake Capital is a “hybrid” investment fund that focuses in four areas in which technology could
significantly disrupt the economics of the current market — information technology, energy technology, water
technology and material science. Mr. Fred Kittler, who is a managing director and co-founder of Firelake
Capital, is also a philanthropist. He is a member of the Advisory Board of the Center on Capitalism and
Society and an alumnus of the Graduate School of Arts & Sciences at Columbia University. He is also a
member of the Board of Directors of Global Partnership for Afghanistan (GPFA). GPFA works to help rural
Afghans revive and rehabilitate their fruit and nut orchards, vineyards, croplands and forests, thereby
generating food, jobs, income, and environmental and health benefits.

Virtue Foundation

Virtue Foundation is a public charitable and nongovernmental organization with special consultative status to
the United Nations. The Foundation's mission is to increase awareness of prevalent global issues, to inspire
people to action, and to render humanitarian assistance through healthcare, education, and empowerment
initiatives. Comprised primarily of volunteers, Virtue Foundation is guided by the principle that true global
change must begin within each of us—one person at a time, one act at a time.



